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CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 5153 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR UR IC 

SUBJECT: VISIT OF SOVIET OFFICIAL TO ICELAND: REQUEST FOR BIO 
INFORMATION 

REF: REYKJAVIK 498 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON MFA DEPUTY 
FOREIGN MINISTER IGOR NIKOLAYEVICH ZEMSKOV, OUR FILES 
CONTAIN THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 

2. BORN IN LENINGRAD IN 1921 . ZEMSKOV BEGAN HIS MFA 
CAREER IN 1947. HISTORIAN BY TRAINING, HE HOLDS DEGREE 
OF CANDIDATE IN HISTORICAL SCIENCES AND HELD LEADING 
POSTS IN MINISTRY'S ARCHIVES ADMINISTRATION 1947-1968. 

HE WAS MEMBER SOVIET DELEGATIONS TO 1959 FOREIGN 
MINISTERS' CONFERENCE IN GENEVA, 1960 PARIS SUMMIT 
MEETING, 1961-62 GENEVA CONFERENCE ON LAOS, AND 1967 
KOSYGIN DELEGATION TO UNGA. 

3. IN 1968 ZEMSKOV WAS APPOINTED MFA SECRETARY 
GENERAL RESPONSIBLE FOR ORGANIZING INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCES, VISITS OF FOREIGN DIGNITARIES AND FOREIGN 
TRAVEL OF SOVIET LEADERS -AND MEMBER OF COLLEGIUM, 

MINISTRY'S GOVERNING BODY. 
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4. IN FEBRUARY 1973 ZEMSKOV BECAME DEPUTY FOREIGN 
MINISTER IN CHARGE OF SCANDINAVIAN AFFAIRS AND CSCE. 

HE ACCOMPANIED FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO TO HELSINKI 
IN JULY 1973 FOR FIRST STAGE CSCE AND TOLD U.S. 

OFFICIAL HE WAS RESPONSIBLE FOR "BASKET THREE,” I.E., 

HUMANITARIAN, CULTURAL, AND EDUCATIONAL MATTERS. 
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5. ZEMSKOV HOLDS RANK OF AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY 
AND PLENIPOTENTIARY. HE SPEAKS GOOD GERMAN AND 
ITALIAN, BUT ONLY FAIR ENGLISH. HE IS SAID TO BE 

A POOR CONVERSATIONALIST AND AN UNPLEASANT NEGOTIATOR. 

6. COMMENT: ZEMSKOV'S RESPONSIBILITIES STILL INCLUDE 
SEVERAL (BUT NOT ALL) ASPECTS OF SOVIET RELATIONS WITH 
WEST EUROPEAN COUNTRIES. IT SEEMS LIKELY, THEREFORE, 

THAT THE ICELANDIC AMBASSADOR TO MOSCOW HAS HAD SOME 
CONTACT WITH HIM -MORE THAN WE HAVE- AND SHOULD 

BE ABLE TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL BIO DATA TO HIS GOVERNMENT. 

TOON 
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